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 West Ottawa Public Schools 
Preparing Students to Be College, Career and Life Ready! 

Lakewood Newsletter  

2134 W. Lakewood Blvd., Holland MI 49424 

Phone: (616) 786-1300 

Michael Ghareeb, Principal Lyra Galle, Secretary 

Principal’s Corner 

Greetings Lakewood Families, 

As we draw near to the close of a school year unlike any other in my 
tenure, we want to thank the entirety of our wonderful Lakewood 
community for their support, patience and understanding. We realize that 
this year has not been ideal, especially for parent involvement, but we 
were still able to achieve our normal, exceptional academic expectations. 

Our own 5th grade students will be graduating from Lakewood and 
moving onto middle school. We will have the ceremony on Friday, June 
11 from 9:00 to 11:30 am. Some of the ceremony will take place at 
Fellowship church and although parents will not be allowed to enter the 
church during the event, we will have opportunities for parents to send off 
their children from their vehicles in an outdoor parade. 

It was really nice to have our former students who graduated this year 
come to visit us and walk on the path outside to see their former teachers 
and their alma mater. The graduates seemed to really enjoy their time as 
well as our staff, of whom many of them were teaching at Lakewood when 
the class of 2021 was in attendance. 

Thank you all again for your support of Lakewood Elementary and we 
look forward to another school year next year with hopefully a lot more 
normalcy! 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Ghareeb 

Important Dates 

Background image attribution: "Sunflower Fields" by Derek Giovanni Photography is licensed with CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/). 

Memorial Day (No School) 

May 

“A good teacher is like a 

candle – it consumes itself 

to light the way for others.”  

—Mustafa Kemal Atatürk  
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31st 

June 

Leggin’ It for Lakewood! 

Last Day of School! 

4th 

11th 
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Classroom Highlights 

Spanish with Mrs. Dillon 

Art with Mrs. Hall 

Physical Wellness with Mr. Metz 

Tech Lab with Mrs. Fredrickson 

Music with Mr. Loughrin 
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Lakewood and West Ottawa Highlights 

Get In the Loop with Lakewood! 

COVID-19 Symptom Flowchart 

MDHHS Immunization Letter 

Environmental Club of Lakewood 

Virtual Prevention Training 

Yearbook Ordering 
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Summer Programs 

WO Cheer Camp 2021 

Kindergarten Readiness Camp 2021 

TTQ Summer 2021 

The West Ottawa Reading Mobile: Giddy Up 

and Read! 

Summer Reading Guide 
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Food Assistance Highlights 

Pandemic-EBT Important Information  
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Employment Opportunities 21 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE… 

Quick Notes 

 We have a host of summer opportu-

nities for students! Check it out on 

pages 12-14. 

 Yearbooks are in! Check out more 

information on page 13. 

 The MDHHS released a letter to par-

ents about the importance of im-

munizations. Please read more on 

page 10. 

 We’re closely following COVID-19 

state and CDC guidelines. Please 

see page 7 and 9 for how guide-

lines impact parents and students. 

 Need to leave a voicemail on our at-

tendance line to excuse a sick stu-

dent? Please remember to mention 

all symptoms! Thank you! 

Quick Links 
Parent/Student Handbook 

Lakewood FAQ 

Infinite Campus Parent Portal 

Previous Lakewood Newsletters 

https://z8s5v9y2.stackpathcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2020-21-Elementary-Handbook-final.pdf
https://www.westottawa.net/schools/lakewood-elementary/school-information/
https://campus.ccsd.net/campus/portal/parents/clark.jsp
https://www.westottawa.net/news-resources/
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ART News 

To see all the awesome things happening in art class, please visit my 

Google Art Site at the link below! 

https://sites.google.com/westottawa.net/mrs-halls-art-news/home 

Don’t forget! 

ART Makes You SmART! 

− Mrs. Hall 

SPANISH SPOTLIGHT WITH SEÑORA DILLON 

This year the fourth graders learned about countries of South America.  We just did an 

art project related to Machu Picchu.   

For our last few classes we will be reviewing Spanish colors and numbers.  Students 

will write complete sentences in Spanish describing objects.  Look for your child’s work 

to come home soon in his/her Spanish folder!   

https://sites.google.com/westottawa.net/mrs-halls-art-news/home
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Hi Lakewood Families, 

 

We are almost there! Only 2 weeks left. In Physical Wellness students are continuing 

to work on their volleyball skills. Students are learning how to pass, set, and serve as 

well as play a number of variations of volleyball games. 5th graders are also spend-

ing some time working on locks so they are ready for Middle School. Continue to en-

courage your students to get outside and enjoy this nice weather. There are so many 

activities that not only they can do, but you can do as a family! The possibilities are 

endless. I'm looking forward to finishing strong with our Lakewood Students. 

 

GO WO!  

 

-Mr. Metz 

May 28, 2021 Page 4 CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS  



 5 

5 
Lakewood Elementary 2134 W. Lakewood Blvd., Holland MI 49424 (616) 786-1300 

May 28, 2021 Page 5 CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS  



 6 

6 
Lakewood Elementary 2134 W. Lakewood Blvd., Holland MI 49424 (616) 786-1300 

May 28, 2021 Page 6 CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS  

With summer coming, there are always rainy days or times where kids say, “I’m 

bored!” Here are some cool music websites that have a lot of fun facts, games 

and activities connected to music.  One of my favorites is the KidZone at the 

New York Philharmonic website for kids:   https://www.nyphilkids.org/  This site 

has great activities including making your own instrument, fun stuff on compos-

ers and a bunch of engaging games. 

 

Another great website is the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra site.  This site 

also has many fun activities and games all about instruments of the orchestra.  

Check out their website at http://www.sfskids.org/ .  
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All families should have a Parent Portal account through 

Infinite Campus! The Parent Portal allows you to track 

your student’s attendance, report cards, transportation, 

and other important information! 

Please use the following link to set up an account: 
https://www.westottawa.net/parent-portal/. 

GET IN THE LOOP WITH LAKEWOOD! 

SICK STUDENTS 

Illness happens—we under-

stand! If your student must 

stay home due to illness, 

please call the front of-

fice. Tell us your stu-

dent’s name, teacher, and 

symptoms. 

Call 616-786-1300 and 

press “1” for the attendance line. 

If a student becomes ill while at school, we 

may send the student home for monitoring 

with a parent or guardian. Ensure your con-

tact information and preferred emergency 

contacts are up to date in your student’s 

file! 

COVID-19 PROTOCOL 

A reality of this school year has been manag-

ing the outbreak of COVID-19. 

Students exhibiting at least one primary 

COVID-19 symptom OR at least two sec-

ondary symptoms must return home ASAP. 

To return to school, students must: 

• Receive a negative COVID-19 test, 

• Be signed off by a doctor (DO or MD), or 

• Self-isolate for 10 days or until symptoms 

are gone—whichever is longer. 

To return in less than 10 days, you must sup-

ply a negative test or doctor’s note. 

**Please see page 10 for detailed protocol. 

May 28, 2021 Page 7 LAKEWOOD HIGHLIGHTS  

https://www.westottawa.net/parent-portal/
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All families should have a Parent Portal account through Infinite Campus! In addition to 

online registration, the Parent Portal allows you to track your student’s attendance, report 

cards, transportation, and other important information! 

Please use the following link to set up an account: https://www.westottawa.net/parent-

portal/. 

 

If your having trouble with your Parent Portal login, please contact the West Ottawa Public 

Schools Help Desk at 616-786-2050, extension 2029. 

GET IN THE LOOP WITH LAKEWOOD! 
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REMEMBER—Online registration 

deadline for existing students is 

June 1st! 

https://www.westottawa.net/parent-portal/
https://www.westottawa.net/parent-portal/
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Keep Lakewood Safe! Stay Home If You Are Feeling Sick! 

COVID-19: FLOWCHART FOR SYMPTOMATIC INDIVIDUALS  
Published by the Ottawa County Health Department 
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Yearbooks are here! 

Pre-ordered yearbooks have already been sent home to 

families. 

Still want to purchase a yearbook? 

Follow this link: https://prepay.geskusphoto.com/?

yb=\407. The yearbook will be shipped directly to your 

house! Expect a $4 processing fee, which covers shipping 

costs. 

Ordered a yearbook but haven’t received one? 

Please contact the publisher, Geskus Photography, di-

rectly: 

Geskus Photography, Inc. 

0-11310 First Avenue NW 

https://prepay.geskusphoto.com/?yb=/407.
https://prepay.geskusphoto.com/?yb=/407.
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Summer Reading Guide 
Summer Reading Resources: Elementary 

Name Description Grade Level 

 Herrick Library is having a Summer Reading Program 

for students. They also are hosting free events 

throughout the entire summer.  

YK—12 

 ReadWorks.org has a variety of reading packets 

(available in a printable version too!) for grades 1-12 

to use this summer.  

Grades 1—12 

PBS Kids - ABCs These games will have students practice their ABCs. 
 

You can also access reading resources here.  

Grades K-4 

 Teach Your Monster To Read makes learning to read 
fun. 

• Covers everything from letters and sounds to 
reading full sentences. 

• Designed in collaboration with leading academics. 

• Complements all synthetic phonics programmes 
used in schools. 

• Computer version is 100% free.  

Lower Elementary 

 Starfall has free pk—3 reading resources, including 

resources for phonics.  

Grades PK—3 

 Sesame Street has free games, videos, and art re-

sources for students ages 4+ to learn reading. 

Grades PK—5 

 This website does not require an account and offers 

access to online books that are read aloud through 

YouTube by famous people. Students will see some-

one famous read the book aloud and will follow along 

with the text on the screen. 

Books available grades K—4.  

Grades K—4 

https://herrickdl.beanstack.com/reader365
https://libcal.herrickdl.org/
https://www.readworks.org/summer-reading?vgo_ee=RDeHwthNLbcFMfJoFAirETbmX3MhZcgdCPMRZ5NaaIE%3D
https://pbskids.org/games/
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
https://www.starfall.com/h/
https://www.sesamestreet.org/
https://pbskids.org/games/abc/
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
https://www.starfall.com/h/
https://www.storylineonline.net/library/
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Summer Reading Guide (continued) 
Name Description Grade Level 

 Dogo News is a student news site that features arti-

cles for K-8 students. DOGOnews covers current 

events stories in the areas of science, sports, enter-

tainment, and a variety of topics that fall under the 

banner of social studies. Teachers can find stories by 

browsing the categories, filtering by grade level, or 

filtering by grade level  

Grades K—8 

 Newsela offers current events that differentiate each 
article to be read at grades 2-12 levels. There is also 
an option to have it read aloud to them, and can be 
translated into Spanish.  

Grades 2—12 

 Poetry4Kids offers free access to poems for kids of all 
ages, and on all types of topics. Poems have an audio 
file to be read aloud, and can also be printed. Parents 
can also access their free lessons as well! 

Grades K-9 

 Storynory has digital books that are read aloud to chil-
dren. They offer topics such as original stories, fairy 
tales, classic authors, myths & world, Educational, 
and Poems & Music.  

Grades 1—6 

 Wonderopolis is a website that poses a question each 
day for a child about something and explains it further. 
Great for the child always asking a parent “why”. You 
can search by categories and subcategories as well.  

Grades 2—8 

 Unite for Literacy has free digital picture books, narrat-
ed in many languages. All of the books are original by 
the author. Their goal is to support the 300 different 
languages which can be spoken in a home.  

YK—3 

 Tween Tribune provides daily news articles. This web-
site is filled with great resources, such as lesson plans 
filtered by topic and grade level. There is also a sec-
tion in Spanish. 

Grades K—12 

https://www.dogonews.com/
https://www.poetry4kids.com/
https://www.poetry4kids.com/poems-by-reading-level/
https://www.poetry4kids.com/poems-by-topic/
https://www.storynory.com/
https://wonderopolis.org/
https://wonderopolis.org/wonders
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
https://www.tweentribune.com/category/junior/
https://www.tweentribune.com/category/spanish/
https://www.dogonews.com/
https://newsela.com/articles/
https://www.poetry4kids.com/
https://www.storynory.com/
https://wonderopolis.org/
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Summer Reading Guide (continued) 
Name Description Grade Level 

 Mel.org has a variety of reading resources students: 
 
PebbleGo (PreK-Grade 3):  https://mel.org/kids   

Animals (including dinosaurs) and social studies sections of this early literacy and 
learning tool. Easy-to-navigate visual interface for emerging readers. Read by ac-
tors and performers (not computer-generated voices). 
  
eBook K-8 Collection: https://mel.org/kids    

Titles that support K-8 students across all subject areas. You may access the full 
text of these eBooks from your computer, or download titles to most popular porta-
ble devices. 
  
NoveList K8 Plus:  https://mel.org/kids 

• Find just the right book by subject, age, awards won, books made into movies, 
and much more. Read reviews and learn about the author. Create your own 
reading wish list. 

• Has a Teen section as well. 

NoveList: https://mel.org/az.php 

• Contains information on over 260,000 fiction and readable nonfiction titles. 
Features lists of award-winning books, book discussion guides, Read-a-Like 
recommendations, and complete series information. Also includes reader rat-
ings and reviews. Create your own reading wish list. 

• Do all of your searches for 0-Adult in this one. Covers all of the NoveList K8 
Plus titles as well. 

Libro.fm Audiobooks: https://libro.fm/pub-list/educator-alcs   

Complimentary eAudiobooks for educators with new titles released each month. 
Great way to preview books for your students/classroom! Select the ones you'd 
like each month but you don't have to download them to your device until you're 
ready to listen. 
  
AudiobookSync: https://www.audiobooksync.com/ 

Age: 13+. Two free YA audiobooks released each week from April through August. 
Sign up for alerts and information now! 

https://mel.org/kids
https://mel.org/kids
https://mel.org/kids
https://mel.org/az.php
https://libro.fm/pub-list/educator-alcs
https://www.audiobooksync.com/
https://mel.org/welcome
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