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August 26, 2010

Dear Lakewood Community,
I hope this back to school newsletter finds you enjoying your summer and serves as a reminder that the 2010- 2011 school year is fast approaching.  I would like to extend a warm welcome to those of you new to our Lakewood community and a “welcome back” to our returning families.
The summer has been a busy and exciting time for our Lakewood staff and students.   Many of our teachers have been working on increasing graduate credits.  All of our Lakewood teachers are considered highly qualified by the state of Michigan.  Our exceptional group of educators spends much of their “vacation” committed to life-long and professional learning opportunities.  They are dedicated and passionate; evidenced by their commitment to helping students become critical thinkers in a global society. 
Many West Ottawa students took advantage of our district’s summer school opportunity the last several weeks.  What a wonderful way to refresh, renew, and be ready for academic excellence.  I am very impressed by their achievements and commitment.
Teacher and classroom assignments will be posted at the S.E. entrance of Lakewood on Friday, August 27 at 4:00 p.m.  The teachers have very thoughtfully made these teacher recommendations and appreciate your support in trusting their judgment.    

Our Open House this year will be held on Tuesday, August 31 from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  The theme selected this year again reflects our commitment to a sustainable, global, peaceful world, as well as growth in developing inquiry units of instruction in the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (PYP).
Grow Your Mind!

Teachers will be in their classrooms to welcome your family from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Be sure to visit Keppel Park, our outdoor, extended classroom located across Lakewood St.
· Take a tour of the trails.

· Listen to a Story and make a “flower” under the pavilion

· Visit the cabin

· Pick up HIKING CLUB information

Take a few minutes to introduce your families to our new, or new to this grade, staff members:
Amy Bauer     
A.M. Kindergarten and P.M. Enrichment
Shelby Van Arkle
1st grade for Mrs. Hyvarinen’s maternity leave)
Lindsay Barnes   
3rd grade
Amy TenBarge
Art   

Lee Ann Jones
Music

Casey Wearing
Spanish
Lizzie Lillibridge
Resource

Pam Bush

Evening custodian

The staff and I will welcome your students again on Tuesday, September 7, 2010 at 8:53 a.m. as we begin another exciting year and continue to grow together.
Jackie Del Raso, Principal
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