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Greetings,  

 

Welcome 8 th  grade parents to your first edition of the WOHS Panther Pipeline!   February is the month when we begin 

to work on scheduling for the next school year for all students.  At the end of the month the WOHS counseling staff 

and I will be meeting with all 8 th  grade students.  We will discuss some of the high school expectations and the sched-

uling process.  WOHS counselors will then spend a week at Harbor Lights and Macatawa Bay helping students with 

their schedules.   

For WOHS students, the scheduling portal will open on Infinite Campus on February 16 th .  New course de-

scription books will be online at www.westottawa.net  , under the high school tab by this date.  It is currently 

in the revision process.  Counselors will be meeting with students in late February and early March.  The 

scheduling portal will close after the first week of March.  

All seventh and eighth grade students will be taking the Explore test this year.  At the high school, all freshmen and 

sophomores will be taking the PLAN test.  These tests are aligned to the ACT test and student data will be used to:  

determine projected college readiness and ACT scores, determine if intervention or summer school classes will be 

needed, or for possible placement in advanced courses.    When student data becomes available in April, I will be 

scheduling informational meetings to help parents òdecodeó their studentõs scores. 

Please make sure that your student is in attendance on Wednesday, February 8 th .  This is the spring student 

count day for the State of Michigan.   

Make sure that your student will be in attendance during MME week (March 5 -9).  The schedule is posted lat-

er in this issue.  Taking the three day Michigan Merit Exam (MME) is a graduation requirement for all 
juniors.  Scores from this assessment are used to determine Adequate Yearly Progress for WOHS.   

It is also expected that freshmen and sophomores will be in attendance for their Explore and Plan tests.   

Parents of seniors should all be completing FAFSA forms for their students.  If you need help, you may call our coun-

selors, or our own College Advising Corp representative, Alysse Bedell.  This form is important in the college enroll-

ment and scholarship application process.  Look for information later in the Pipeline.   Alysse will be having a parent 

workshop at Panera Bread on Tuesday, February 7 th  from 4 -6 pm.  Drop -in with any general or specific questions 

you have regarding the FAFSA form.  

  

Kent Henson, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from the Principal  

Professional Development for Staff  

http://www.westottawa.net
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College Planning  

Workshop  

(Especially helpful for juniors                 

& parents but open to all)  

 

Thursday  

February 9, 2012  

 7:00 p.m.  

WOHS NORTH  

CAFETERIA  

Juniors should sign up for spring ACT testing @ WOHS.   

For the April 14, 2012 ACT, register by March 9.  

For the June 9, 2012 ACT, register by May 4.  

 

Sign up online at www.actstudent.org.   

Multiple tests are always recommended for students to achieve their best scores and possibly qualify for scholarship money 
from their college!  Sign up on line at: www.actstudent.org 

Remember to give your WOHS code which is 231 -973 

The test is given at West Ottawa High SchoolðNorth Building.  Bring your calculator and pencils.  Remember to get a good 
nightôs sleep and eat a light breakfast for best results! 

(The ACT is also given to all juniors at WOHS in March as part of the Michigan Merit Exam)  

 

 

SAT Testing for juniors ðfor selective and out 

of state colleges.  

Sign up @ www.collegeboard.com  

News from West Ottawa Guidance Department  

Counselors will be present to discuss: 

Educational options following  graduation 

ACT/SAT testing dates and tips 

Improving your test scores 

Research tips for both career and college 

How to do a college visit 

How to apply to college 

Searching for scholarships 

Financial aid overview 

Question and Answer Time 

College Goal Sunday  

Expert FAFSA Assistance  

Sunday, February 12, 2012  

2 PM ñ4 PM  

Locations Include:  

Davenport University                                            643 S. Waverly Rd., Holland, MI  

GVSU                                                                     401 Fulton, Grand Rapids, MI  

Muskegon Community College                             221 S. Quarterline Rd., Muskegon, MI  

There will be an òexpertó available to help you fill out or review your FAFSA for free! 

 

Juniors will be taking the  

Michigan Merit Exam  

Tuesday, March 6th   -  Thursday, March 8th  

http://www.actstudent.org/
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Begins February 16, 2012 

Entries should be completed by March 2, 2012 

Registration instructions and worksheets will be handed out in seminar on                              
Thursday, February 16th 

Students may enter their course requests for next year online at Infinite Campus Parent Portal 
under Ȱ2%')342!4)/.ȱ 

5ÓÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÕÓÕÁÌ ÐÁÓÓ×ÏÒÄ /2ȣȣȢ 

5ÓÅÒÎÁÍÅ ÉÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÆÉÖÅ ÄÉÇÉÔ )$ 

Password is students first and last initials plus birthdate: mm/dd/yy 

 

 

 

Students are  asked to make thoughtful choices for next year 

Parents are  encouraged to be involved in discussing choices with your son/daughter 

Course descriptions will be available online at: www.westottawa.net ȟ ÕÎÄÅÒ Ȱ(ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȱ 
ÔÈÅÎ Ȱ#ÏÕÒÓÅ $ÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎÓȱ 

Students should enter a total of 12 classes plus 3 or more alternate choices 

 

Students and parents are encouraged to be in contact with their counselors with questions and 
for further advising! 

 

Counselors will also meet with students in computer labs                         
February 20th through March 2nd.  Assigned times will be posted  

North Building  

A-Gr    Mr. Phil Spreitzer   994 -5013  

Gu -P    Mrs. Kathy Wade   994 -5015  

Q-Z      Mrs. Barbara Kiekintveld   994 -5014  

South Building  

A-Mar   Mr. Mitch Veldkamp  738 -6724  

Mat -Z   Mrs. Carola Vanheukelon  738 -6729  

Alyse Bedell, College Advisor   994 -5018 or 738 -6723  



check that box on their    

intent letter.  These         
students will need to pay 
the initial 
commitment 

fee of $13.00 , 
which will be 

refunded     
after  they 

have taken the    

exam.   

All checks 

should be 

Students in Advanced  

Placement courses have now 
received their letters of in-
tent.  Each AP exam is 

$87.00.  The initial commit-
ment fee for each test is 
$13.00, due on Friday , 

February 17, 2012 .  The 
remaining  balance for each 

test is $74.00, it is due on      

Thursday, March 29, 2012 .   

Students who receive a free 

or reduced lunch must 

made payable to WOPS.  

Money may be turned into    
either the North guidance 

office or the South front   

office.  Any student 
needing to take a late 
test must see Mrs. 

Wade, AP Coordinator, 
in the North building        

guidance office:         
994 -5015  or         

email:  

wadek@westottawa.net  

Advanced Placement Exams  

AP Exam Deposit Due  
February 17, 2012  

Advanced Placement Exam Schedule will be featured in 
upcoming Panther Pipelines! 

Guidance News  
Filing the Free Applica-

tion for Federal Student 

Aid (FAFSA) is one of the 
most important steps 

you can take in helping 

make your childõs col-

lege dreams a reality.  

Did you know that the 

bulk of ALL financial 

help for college actually 

comes from filling out 

this online form?  File 

online for FREE at 

www.FAFSA.gov by 

March 1, 2012 to get 

your hands on some 

cash!  This year, West 
Ottawa High School will be collect-

ing copies of Confirmation Letters 

(available to print at the end of your 

online FAFSA) to reach our goal of 

100% completion for eligible       

seniors, and to put your 

child in the drawing for 

a pizza party for their 
seminar class!         

Confirmation letters can 

be turned into either 

guidance office in the 

colorful red boxes.  If 

you havenõt been able to 

make one of our        

Financial Aid          

workshops, please con-

sider attending the next 

FAFSA Planning Work-

shop on Tuesday,   

February 7th from      

4-6PM at Panera 
Bread.   Parents and students are 

encouraged to attend to ask general 

questions as well as more specific 

questions regarding your FAFSA.  

Also, mark your calendars for     

College Goal Sunday on February 

12th  from 2 -4PM at Davenport  

University of Holland.  This is a free 
event for families to attend to get 

help completing their FAFSA that 
day .  Drawings for prizes and  

scholarship money are also a part of 

this free event!  For more            

information, check out: 

www.micollegegoal.org  

 

For help with any Financial 

Aid or college -related ques-
tions, please contact your 

studentõs counselor or  our 

college advisor.  
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Financial Help for College 
from FAFSA  



Guidance News  

the guidance office in the North Build-
ing if they would like to attend.  These 
permission slips were included in the 
presentation packet, however, they 
may also get one from either office.  
This will be a school related absence 
and therefore will not be counted 

against them.   

Upcoming  Tech Center Visit  

On Friday, February 3, 2012 from  
8:00-10:30 AMð all sophomores and 
any interested juniors are invited to 
tour the Careerline Tech center.  While 
there, they will have an opportunity to 
preview three programs of their 
choice, which they have selected prior 

to the visit. 

Students will get a hands-on experi-
ence and a chance to think about the 
tech center as a possible elective 
choice for next year.  Students MUST 
turn in a BLUE permission slip to the 
front office in the South Building and 
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Questions?????  

Please contact:  

Mrs. Carola Van Heukelom          

South Guidance Office  

738 -6729  

OR 

Mrs. Kathy Wade  

North Guidance Office  

994 -5015  

 

Friday, February 10, 2012 

Applications Due  

Applications are due to your  
counselor for 2012-2013 Tech   
Center programs.  Students       
interested in applying, need 
to set up a meeting with their 
counselor to 
explore their 
options.             
Applications 
will be availa-
ble after     
January 18, 2012.  Turn in  
completed applications to 
your counselor.  

Careerline Tech Center Enrollment for 12-13 school year 

Check out the program offerings at the Ottawa Area Careerline Tech    

Website: www.oaisd.org 

Go to òBuildings and Programsó 

Students, please see your counselor for an application.   

Applications are due February 10, 2011 

Report Cards 
for                 

1st   Semester 
will be mailed 
the week of       

February 6, 2012 

Spring Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 

Monday, March 5, 2012 

5-8PM    WOHSðNorth & South Cafeteria 

 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 

5-8PM   WOHSðNorth & South Cafeteria 
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Where?  

WOHS: North Building (North Gym)  

3685 Butternut Drive, Holland, MI  

Phone: (616) 994.5000  

Why come?  

You will be supporting cancer and all proceeds go to Van Andel 

Cancer Research Institute  

Where to park?  

North building off 152nd street. 

(Make sure you go to the North 

Building not South)  

Cost?  

Adults: $5/each Students: 

$3/each Children 5 & Under: FREE  

Pre-Game: $7/person  

Whatõs the Pre-Game? Starting @ 5PM  

Games, prizes, food from Qdoba, Hog Wild, Dairy Queen & 

Lance Armstrongõs bike will be there, so take pictures or a ride! 

North  

Gym  

South  

Go to this website!        

Deadline is 1 -27-12 

http://docs.google.com/sprea

dsheet/viewform?formkey=dFR

XZmtCdU5pOWdTMnVTRzMwcn

BVZGc6MQ   

*Fill out your name, Address, 

Phone Number, Pick -up 

Place...etc.  
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January 27, 2012 ñDeadline for Pink Out pre -orders  

February 1, 2012 Hockey Pink at the Rink  

February 6, 2012 Remaining Pink Out shirts will go on sale               

at High School lunches  

February 8, 2012 Pink Out Buffalo Wild Wings Fundraiser  

February 10, 2012    3rd Annual   Pink Out 2012  

To join the fight for the cure 

on 2/1/12 the Sports & 
Entertainment Marketing 
class will join with the   

Panther   
Hockey Team 
to hold Pink 
At The Rink 

to support West Ottawaõs 

3rd   Annual Pink Out .  
Players will wear pink jer-
seys and raise money from 

local businesses to fund the 
night.  All proceeds of Pink  

At The Rink will go directly 
(100%) to Van Andel        
Institute to help fund can-

cer research efforts in our 
local community.  Thanks 
to those who helped create 

the night, especially Mary 
Matrosic.  Any questions, 

please email:  

ja@westottawa.net  

We hope to see you at   
Pink At the Rink and also 

our 3rd Annual Pink Out ! 
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West Ottawa Music Boosters  

General Music Booster Meetings  

All Meetings  

@ WOHS Band Room  

February 13, 2012ñ6PM- 7PM 

March 19, 2012ñ6PMñ7PM 

April 23, 2012 ñ6PMñ7PM 

May 14thñ6PMñ7PM 

 

Music Boosters Website:  

www.westottawamusicboosters.org  

All the booster news, forms and 411 is on 

the web site  

West Ottawa Fine Arts  

Vocalaires  

Valentines  

     

 February 13 & 14  

Vocsvalen-

tines@gmail.com  

738 -6865  

Personal Delivery ñ

$25.00  

Phone Delivery ñ$7.00  

Upcoming Choir Performances  

District Vocal Solo & Ensemble 

Saturday, February 4th @ GVSU 

Pre-Festival Concert 

Monday, February 20th @ WOPAC 

District Choral Festival 

Wednesday, February 22nd WOPAC 

American Choral Directorõs    

Association Central Division 

Conference Performance 

Friday, March 9th Ft. Wayne, Indiana 

 

District Solo & Ensemble Festival 

February 4th 

Jazz Bands @ CMU Jazz 

February 10thñAll weekend 

Pre-Festival  Band Concert 

February 20th WOPAC @ 6PM 

Pre Festival Orchestra Concerts 

February 22nd  WOPAC                         
@ 6:30, 7:00 & 7:30 

Concert Winds @ District Festival 

February 29th 



òThe growth thatõs been going on 

is just tremendous,ó said        
Symphony Band Director Michael 

Hamann. òThese recognitions are 

not something that happens from 

just one to two years of work but 

from a long period of time of   
working toward excellence.ó 

Both the womenõs ensemble and 

symphonic band were chosen 

through blind auditions, which 
means judges listened to the    

submitted recorded music without 

knowing the name of the group.  

Most of the choirs chosen to     
perform at the ACDA Central Divi-

sion Conference were from        

colleges. The other high schools 

chosen in addition to West Ottawa 

were from Indianapolis, Ind.;     
Hilliard, Ohio; Clinton Township, 

Mich.; Lafayette, Ind.; and Bexley, 

Ohio. West Ottawa will perform at 

9:30 a.m. March 9 at the First 

Presbyterian Church in Fort 

Wayne.  

òPeople who attend expect to hear 

the gold standard of choral     

singing,ó Pierson said. òThis is a 

reflection of the kinds of ongoing 
work taking place year to year. Itõs 

been a progression of higher and 

higher quality.ó 

The Select Womenõs Ensemble, in 

its fifth year of existence, was   
chosen last year to perform in the 

2010 Michigan Music Conference.  

A specific day and time have not 

been chosen for the symphonic 
bandõs performance at the music 

conference, to be held Jan. 19 -21 

at Amway Grand Plaza and DeVos 
Convention Center. Other high 

school bands chosen for the    

convention, one of the largest   

education -based conventions in 

the Midwest, were from Plymouth -
Canton, Big Rapids and Midland.  

Hamann said the success of the 

West Ottawa musical program 

was due to hard work on the part 
of the students, a strong middle 

school program and community 

and administrative support.  

òI cannot tell you how proud we 
are for our kids. They love to be 

challenged and pushed to the  

limit. They like being stretched,ó 

Hamann said. òIõm sure we have 

not seen our best performances 
yet. Thereõs no slowing down.ó 

Two West Ottawa groups are    

laying new ground for the school 
districtõs already well                

accomplished musical program.  

The West Ottawa Select Womenõs 

Ensemble was one of six high 
school choirs in the four -state  

region to be chosen as featured 

performers in the 2012 American 

Choral Directors Association  

Central Division Conference in 
Fort Wayne, Ind. It marks the first 

time a West Ottawa choir has 

been chosen to perform at the  

regional event, which includes 

directors from Michigan, Ohio, 

Indiana and Illinois.  

The West Ottawa High School 

Symphonic Band, meanwhile, was 

one of four high school bands  

selected to perform in the 2012 

Michigan Music Conference in 
Grand Rapids. That is the first 

time the band has earned that 

honor.  

òItõs really unusual for two groups 
from the same school to be      

chosen for an honors conference 

in the same year,ó noted Choir 

Director Pam Pierson.  

That caps off a school year of  

honors that also included the 

West Ottawa 6/7 Honors Choir 

being chosen as the only middle 

school choir in the state to      
perform in the 2012 Michigan  

Music Conference.  

West Ottawa Music Groups Accomplishments  
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ò I cannot tell you how proud we 

are for our kids.  They love to be 

challenged and pushed to the 

limit.  They like being stretched.  

Iõm sure we have not seen our best 

performances yet.ó 

ò It is really unusual for two 

groups from the same school 

to be chosen for an honors 

conference in the same yearó 
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Math Challenge 2012  
Try -outs  

 

 

What is the Math Challenge?  

 

The Grand Rapids Community College Ninth and Tenth Grade Math Challenge  is coming up on Satur-

day, March 17, 2012!  This is an exciting competition where students are invited to explore mathematical 

problems in a fun and creative environment.  Our students will compete against students from other ar-

ea schools in both individual and team events.  There will be plenty of food, prizes, and games.  

 

West Ottawa High School will be sending two teams to participate.  Each team must be composed of six 
ninth and tenth graders, with at least two boys and two girls and at least two ninth graders on each 

team.  

 

Try -out Information:   

 

Students will be given 30 minutes to complete a 35 -question multiple -choice test.  The test will cover top-

ics from Algebra and Geometry.  Team members will be chosen according to top scores.  In the event of 

ties, team members will be chosen based on course advancement, grades earned, and teacher recom-

mendation.  

 

Students wishing to try out for the 2012 WOHS Math Challenge Team should plan on attending one of 

the following try -out sessions:   

 

Tuesday, February 7 th   Seminar  

      Transfer to Mrs. Ashby (WOHS North, room A216)  

 

Thursday, February 9 th    Seminar  

      Transfer to Mrs. Meyer (WOHS South, room 226)  

       

What to bring:   2 sharp pencils and a calculator  

 

Students who would like to try out and cannot attend one of the try -out sessions should contact either Mrs. 
Ashby or Mrs. Meyer to schedule an alternate date and time.  

 

Mrs. Ashby     Mrs. Meyer  

994 -5224     738 -6953  

   ashbyt@westottawa.net   meyers@westottawa.net   

 

Hope to see you there!  

mailto:ashbyt@westottawa.net
mailto:meyers@westottawa.net
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

KRISTEN PIETRANGELO

Kristina is currently a 
Senior, who has been on 
the Varsity team since she 
was a sophomore.  She is 
a co-captain of the Varsity 
team and helps to coach 
girls on the Freshman 
team as well.  Kristina is a 
creative choreographer 
and an amazing dancer.  
When Kristina dances, she 
shines.

COMPETITIVE

DANCE

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

ALLYSON WHALEN

Allyson is currently a Senior 
and co-captain of the Varsity 
team.  This is Allyôs second 
year on Varsity.  Ally is a 
great dancer with wonderful 
leadership skills.  In addition 
to dancing on the Varsity 
team, Ally currently coaches 
and choreographs for the 
West Ottawa Elementary 
Dance team.  Under Allyôs 
leadership the Elementary 
team has placed first at all 
the competitions they have 
entered this year.

COMPETITIVE 

DANCE

Incredibly dedicated 

to her team and has 

a great work ethic!  

She is always giving 

her all.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

MORGAN TIMMER

COMPETITIVE 

CHEER

Bailey led all 

scorers with 17 

points against 

Coopersville.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

BAILEY CHAPMAN

BASKETBALL
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WOBOT  

WIRE 

JR Automation 
Technologies  

 
Sponsoring 

WOBOT  
since 2005  

Team 141 is pictured at the TC Districts in 2011 as part of the Champion Alliance!  

Team 141 is gearing up to play Rebound Rumble, the 2012 game announced on January 7. Hoping for a 
repeat of last yearôs Traverse City performance, the WOBOT is getting set to build, train, test, refine,    
strategize and travel!  

Weôre looking at three initial competitions: 

Traverse City District Event , Traverse City Central HS, 

March 9-10 

West Michigan District Event , GVSU Field House, March 

16-17 

Washington DC Regional Event , Walter E. Washington 

Convention Center, March 29-31 

Of course, weôre hoping to qualify for states and nationals that take place in April, but thereôs a lot to do 
before we cross that bridge! Currently, the robot is being designed and students are working their way to 
building it. We have most of the Solid Works drawings finished and designs have been released for       
manufacture at JR Automation. 

Trajectory angles are being worked on and calculated. We are using Math Cad to present all our analysis 
this year, so look for the release of those documents soon. Thereôs a lot of physics going on at the Bot Cave 
and Bot Grotto. Programming is hard at work.  

On the animation side, the storyboard is being revised and work is beginning on the 
drawings. The theme this year is improving education and the animation team has 
a take on that subject thatôs out of this world.  Website is under development. PR/
Marketing is coming up with our with our clothing line and this year is going to fea-
ture some surprises by our design team!  

Programming is ongoing. We have some new members and weôre tackling       
LabView. The Bot Cave has never been busier!  

 Wobot has never stopped reaching out into the community and we wont stop now! 
Over this snowy season we went on a special mission and Christmas caroled in 
neighborhoods collecting food and money donations for the Holland Rescue     
Mission. The mission was very appreciative!  Progress is always being made in the 
bot cave and grotto. We are working hard to have the robot built by our first      
competition. We will tune, perfect, and use engineering innovation to make this 
year successful. Thanks so much for your support! 

The WOBOT Wire is published every 
now and again. Comments or      
corrections should be sent to  

lamotten@westottawa.net.  

Editors:  

Laurie Vongamath and  

Erin Ball  

Photographs: Kelle Prescott  


