West Ottawa News

WO earns academic state titles

Dear Friends,

Helping your children achieve academ-
ic success is a primary goal here at West
Ottawa Public
gratifying when an outside organization
honors you for doing exactly that.

Bridge Online Magazine
(www.bridgemi.com) recently named
West Ottawa as Academic State Cham-
pion in fourth-grade writing and eighth-
grade science in its division. The maga-
zine is a publication of The Center for
Mi chi gan, an
tank.

Academic state champions were
crowned in eight categories in eight divi-
sions, with West Ottawa falling into Divi-
sion 5 based on the percent of students

School stural)s o

on free lunch and
type of community
(city, suburban,
itods

't wasnot
fourth-grade writing
and eighth-grade
science that West
Ottawa excelled.
We were also a
state quarterfinalist
in eighth-grade

Aandad oAdr b omath and readinge  Supt. Tom Martin

and college readi-
ness (based on ACT scores).

State testing reports from the 2010-11
school year were used to determine the
results. (Continued on Page 3)

Dispelling myths

Shattering some fallacies about IB Program

True or false: Very few students are
enrolled in International Baccalaureate
classes at West Ottawa High School.

The correct answer to that question is
ifal seo.
filled this semester in the various 1B
courses being offered. That number will
increase to approximately 206 seats for
spring semester.

The Diploma Program (DP) is a two-
year educational program with an inter-
national focus. The rigorous and chal-
lenging program is provided to students
in more than 100 countries around the
globe, with students engaging in an
international educational experience
that promotes critical thinking, open-
mindedness, research, intercultural
understanding and reflection.

Students pursuing the IB diploma begin
their coursework in the junior year and
complete the program requirements by
the end of the senior year. Those who
pursue the full diploma or choose to take

Approxi mat ¢« demic study and

individual IB cours-
es receive out-
standing prepara-
tion for further aca-

future career suc-
cess. Successful
program completion
allows students to
be considered for
preferred admission
many to colleges
and universities.

West Ottawa
began offering the
IB Diploma Program in fall 2010 and, as
with any new programs, there are still
many questions and concerns. Other
myths include:

The IB Diploma Program is only for
students with high grade -point averages
(3.5-4.0 range). - False

Any junior or senior student is encour-
aged to consider the IB Diploma Program

Corban VanDam
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Bio box

Name: Ami Taylor

Position: Waukazoo Ele-
mentary principal

High
school
graduat-
ed from:
Corunna
High
School

Favorite
high
school
memory:
| was
involved in a lot of activi-
ties, sports, student coun-
cil, etc. My favorite memo-
ries are those that | have
of teachers and how they
impacted my life in a posi-
tive way. | had some fabu-
lous teachers.

Ami Taylor

College: | went to under-
grad at GVSU, masters
program at Aquinas and
my Education Specialist
from GVSU.

Person | most admire:
My motherd she was an
incredible female role
model for me growing up.

Favorite music group:
The Indigo Girls

Favorite movie: A Toy
Storyo

Favorite book. My favorite
books are written by Jodi
Piccolt.
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Five freshmen
earn full -tuition
WMU scholarships

Western Michigan University has
honored five West Ottawa High
School freshmen with full tuition,
four-year scholarships valued at
$32,000 apiece.

Tanner Bosma, Elijah Brown, Dan-
iel Kiel, Claire Thomassen and Car-
ley Vanderploeg were recently
named Western Michigan University
Incentive Scholarship recipients for
2011. Students were evaluated on
academic potential and financial
need and must complete a college
prep program and maintain a cumu-
lative 3.0 grade-point average or
higher in high school to keep the

Vanderploeg, Claire Thomassen and Tanner Bosma received full
four -year scholarships from Western Michigan University.

lors and scholarship committee mem-

West Ottawa students (from left to right) Daniel Kiel, Elijah Brown, Carley

-tuition,

is designed to challenge and moti-

scholarship. bers, descri bed t he vatehighachieving students with an
Pam Vanzwoll and Ann Harris, awesome opportunity for five of our financial need as they begin their

West Ottawa middle school counse- outstanding st udent highschool years. i p

Dispelling IB Diploma Program myths

(Continued from Page 1) nition policies do tend to vary; therefore, it is the respon-

or IB Diploma Program courses. The IB coordinator and IB sibility of the student to contact their prospective college

counselor do check to ensure that interested students are or university to obtain the

on track with their state and WOHS graduation require-
ments prior to approving entrance into the Diploma Pro-
gram. Students interested in the Diploma Program do not
need to be at a certain GPA level; however, they must be
determined, organized, motivated and inquisitive. Above
all, students in the Diploma Program must be committed to
the overall program goals.

You must be a full Diploma Program candidate in
order to take IB courses. -False

All junior and senior students may take IB courses. Stu-
dents taking individual IB courses are referred to as
ADi pl oma Program Course
elect to pay the fees to take the IB exam in May or decide
not to sit for the IB exam. All students (full Diploma Pro-
gram and Diploma Program Course students) are expected
to complete all assigned requirements.

The IB Diploma Program is only for students who
wish to study abroad. -False

The IB Diploma Program does promote international
mindedness. IB Diploma Program students are often asked
to look outside their own world to learn about the ways of
peoples in other lands. This is a mindset meant for all stu-
dents, not just potential study abroad students.

Colleges do not grant credit for IB courses. - False

Numerous colleges and universities grant credit to stu-
dents that successfully complete their IB exams. IB recog-

It is important to note that most post-secondary institu-
tions do not grant credit for IB Standard Level (SL)
courses; however, credit is typically granted for Higher
Level (HL) courses.

To view the MSU IB recognition policy, visit:
http://admissions.msu.edu/documents/MSU_IB_Equivalencies.pdf.

To view the U of M IB recognition policy, visit:
http://www.admissions.umich.edu/admitted/freshmen/adv_credit/
ib_guidelines.php

These links are also posted on the WOHS IB
webpage (click on the IB logo on the West Ottawa High

St u d eSehod home page)e lbyeu have further guestionsna y

please contact Corban VanDam at
vandamc@westottawa.net or 616-738-6818.

The West Ottawa Public Schools do not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, gender, national origin, age,
height, weight, marital status, genetic information, qualifying

handicap, disability, or limited English proficiency in any
programs or activities. The Office of Human Resources for the
West Ottawa Public Schools, 1138 136th Ave., Holland, Ml
49424, has been designated to handle inquires regarding the
non-discrimination policies.

school
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Pinned into 1B
Diploma Program

Pinned into the IB Diplo-
ma Program were (from
left to right) front row,
Madeline Smith, Anna
Babinec, Lauren DeShaw,
Miguel (Mike) Armijo and
Sophia Page ; middle row,
Laurie Vongamath, Me-
gan Palmer, Alyssa Un-
derwood, Carlos Martinez
Garcia and Vikash Patel;
back row, Marco Antonio
Luna, Jared Krueger and
Hayden Buhl

Thirteen juniors commit to IB Diploma Program

Thirteen West Ottawa High School juniors were official-
l'y Apinnedodo into the
Program on November 1.

Pinned were Madeline Smith, Anna Babinec, Lauren
DeShaw, Miguel (Mike) Armijo, Sophia Page, Laurie
Vongamath, Megan Palmer, Alyssa Underwood, Carlos
Martinez Garcia, Vikash Patel, Marco Antonio Luna, Jar-
ed Krueger, and Hayden Buhl.

All 13 have chosen to pursue the challenging and high-
ly regarded International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma
Program. The two-year educational program starts in the

I nternat

junior year.

i qHE Bl cooRlifatof B kounsdlo?, BlteBchdrsiafd!pima

cipal are very proud of these students and look forward
to working with them over the course of the next two
years.

For more information, contact IB Diploma Program
coordinator Corban VanDam at (616) 738-6818 or
vandamc@westottawa.net. Several informational docu-
ments have also been posted on the WOHS website
(see the International Baccalaureate section).

WO named academic state champion

(Continued from Page 1)

Certainly, a number of reasons can be given for that
academic excellence, not the least of which are commit-
ted teachers, an instructional program geared for suc-
cess, and the teamwork that exists between administra-
tors, teachers, parents and students. Just like an athletic
team, teamwork is an essential element of academic suc-
cess.

At West Ottawa the
develop subject specific student learning targets based
on state standards to provide a clear instructional focus
for teachers and students. Teachers focus on student
learning, not teaching, to ensure students are mastering
the learning targets.

Another factor for success in elementary writing is em-
bedded professional development, where teachers model
the teaching of writing to other teachers and then discuss

the instructional strategies that they observed. They take
this information to impact their classroom instruction.

In middle school science, teachers encourage students
to think like scientists while learning the curriculum, delv-
ing into community issues that focus on science topics to
get a real world application of science.

Indeed, staff collaboration and teacher instructional
|l eadership has

Sincerely,

Thomas K. Martin
Superintendent of Schools

been the maj
di stri ct dsuccesa Itigourchalief that together we aredettens

r

fact ol
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Middle schools
help keep
Holland warm

Students in Spanish 2A at Harbor Lights
and Macatawa Bay middle schools took the
idea of the power of one and made it reali-
ty.

Over two weeks in October students col-
lected new and gently used coats for Coats
for a Cause. Their purpose was simple:
keep Holland warm this winter.

Students were involved in collecting
coats; creating informational emails, flyers
and signs; organization; and overall excite-
ment for a great cause. On October 29 from
9:30-11:30 a.m., they handed out more

than 350 coats to people for this winter q ; Ish hel I -
season and, in so doing, proved they truly Autumn VanVuren and Annie Walsh help collect coats

were one tribe. for Coats for a Cause.

West Ottawa Athletic Hall of Fame inducts three

An all-state running back who holds school rushing ty letters in soccer, basketball and track. Wyckoff also
records, a soccer coach with six conference champion- lettered in soccer and track at Hope College.
ships and a groundskeeper extraordinaire have been Jurries, a 1984 West Ottawa grad-
selected as the 2011 inductees into the West Ottawa uate, is known as an athletic field
Athletic Hall of Fame. perfectionist. He formed the Michi-

Named as inductees were
Ameer Ismail, a 2002 West Otta-
wa graduate; Brent Wyckoff, girls
and boys soccer coach; and Rick
Jurries, who is responsible for
over 600 acres of West Ottawa
Public Schools grounds.

Ismail still holds both season
(1,536 yards and 23 touchdowns)
and career (2,980 yards and 41
touchdowns) rushing and scoring
records at West Ottawa. He also

gan Sports Turf Managers Associa-
tion, whose members include the
Detroit Lions and Detroit Tigers, and
served six years as its president. He
was recently named one of the top
25 sports turf managers in the na-
tion.

Jurries played a vital role in the
design and building of West Otta-
wads athletic fie
the West Ottawa Board of Education
for fifexceptional errePtélectko’ff beauti

competed in basketball and track ’ o and dedication. o
and earned all-area and all- Ameer Ismail The three were inducted on Octo-
conference honors in all three ber 5 at the 15" annual West Ottawa
sports. Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
Ismail also excelled at Western Michigan University, and Banquet at Evergreen Com-
where he led the nation in sacks and tackles for a loss mons Senior Center. For more de-
and earned All-American honors before signing with the tails, go to westottawa.net, click on
Kansas City Chiefs. athletics, then click on WO HQ and
Wyckoff won seven district championships and was select Hall of Fame.
named district coach-of-the-year six times. He coached Anyone interested in nominating

the varsity girl s 6208@mudthe r t e anmathlete,0aoacli, 0O d4n at large
varsity boyso6 conference t eanomméemaygo 109t &bovecwela
more than 744 soccer games. site for information regarding criteria

A 1986 graduate of West Ottawa, he earned nine varsi- and nominating procedure. Rick Jurries
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Glerum teacher
surprised by
OfficeMax gift

Glerum Elementary teacher Mary
Ackerson wasnét t
prised on October 4 when Office-
Max made a visit to the West Otta-
wa school to help bring awareness
to the needs of teachers.

Yes, Ackerson was shocked to be
honored for her work by being given
$1,000 in school supplies, as part of
Of fi ceMaxdsA-and
Classroomds
program. But all Glerum teachers
were also surprised to learn that
OfficeMax was also contributing an
additional $4,000 in supplies to the
school.

It was a fitting gesture, said Acker-
son, a fifth-grade teacher who was
nominated for the award by interim
Principal Jackie DelRaso.

Ailn a way, it wa
be singled out because this school
is full of good
said.

DelRaso said she nominated Ack-
erson for the honor because of her
diligence as a teacher.

AMary is al ways
teer for school improvement commit-
tees, math, writing, and literacy initi-

Heavy load

It took five of Mary Acker-
VRQYY VWXGHQWV WR
box full of office supplies

from the Glerum Elementary

gym to their classroom. The
students seemed just as ex-

cited as Ackerson to get the
supplies.
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t ea CG’?réer I;Ie‘mgntaﬁyéegcgqr I\éa(gyﬁAckerson shows some of the class-

room items given to her by OfficeMax.

atives as well as developing Interna-

tional Baccalaureate units of instruc-
tF tion in an effort to assure success
students, 0

envi

for al |

fDespite an
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cludes 70 percent of the population
considered eligible for free and re-
duced lunch, as well as 30 percent
English language learners, she as-
sists students in creating education-
al goals that foster life long learning
and achievement. o

OfficeMax and Adopt-A-

Classroom joined hand
Day Made Better, o to
sis to the needs of teachers across
the country. Every year teachers
spend an average of $1,000 of their
own money to buy needed supplies,
which adds up to more than $4 bil-
lion annually.

AThe number is surpri
reality unacceptabl e,
Day Made Bettero webs

So they presented more than
$1,000 in supplies to 1,100 teachers
across the nation. Chad Parker,
store manager at the Holland Office-
Max, said the additional $4,000 in
supplies given to all Glerum teach-
ers was collected from customers
who donated.
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